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GPTA General Membership Meeting Minutes
September 25, 2009    9:30-11:00 a.m.
Nathanael Greene Community Center
1. Update from the Board

a. Anti-Bullying Initiative

i. GPTA is currently sponsoring an online bullying survey on our website.  The survey will be conducted September 15-30, January 15-30 and May 15-30 of this school year.  

ii. GPTA distributed a “Stop Bullying” flyer at Back to School nights, bringing attention to our online bullying survey.  In addition, we printed “Stop Bullying” business style cards. 

iii. GPTA marched in the Guilford Citizen’s Parade on September 19, where approximately 400 business cards and almost 100 flyers were distributed.
iv. Results of the survey will be shared with membership and with the Board of Education.
v. In today’s New Haven Register there is an article on GPTA and its anti-bullying initiative.
vi. Most parents (or students) don’t realize that if the complaint or report of bullying isn’t in writing, then it cannot be considered a formal complaint, thus not recorded.
vii. Members of the Anti-Bullying Committee are:  Lisa Carbone, Maureen Belden, Sarah Kellogg, Kim Beckett and Lyne Landry of Guilford Youth and Family.
b. Website Updates -- Amanda and Alan Sweeney are GPTA Webmasters.  Any updates should go through them.  Please know that the website is a work in progress, and anyone finding something outdated should report it to the Board.
c. Back to School Nights
i. We have volunteers to man tables at Leete, Lakes and Melissa Jones.
ii. We have no volunteers yet for Baldwin or Cox.
iii. By choice, no representation at Adams or GHS.  This is due in part to parents non-interest.
d. GPTA had their first social of the 2009-2010 year at Ballou’s on September 11, attended by about 15-16 people.  We will be having a few socials throughout the year to promote a comfortable atmosphere to foster positive relationships and conversation.
e. GPTA has added the ability to pay dues online through Pay Pal, thanks to Doug Newman.
f. Update of tri-fold – The Board is working to update our tri-fold.  In the meantime, we’ve used a letter style to give information at Back to School night.  We are not in any hurry to get this done.  Our current tri-fold is very outdated.
g. Jennifer and Kim have been meeting with various members of BOE and CT PTA to introduce the new Board.
h. Check out the Compass article on Reflections.  
i. GPTA members discussed the district’s method(s) to disseminate information to parents, from emergency messages to Anchor and Compass newsletters/newspapers, and most expressed concern that we do not have a separation of what’s what.  When an AlertNow message comes through, parents think there is an emergency at the schools.  The Board will contact Lorri Hahn about this.
i. Treasurer’s Report
i. Melissa Lamoreaux reports that we have $1,006.66 in our account.  
ii. Approximately $200-300 goes out to insurance, plus we have to pay state dues and Royal Printing invoices.

iii. We must pay our insurance by November.
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j. Listserve

i. The GPTA Board introduced a protocol for use of the listserve, which is attached to these meeting minutes.
1. It was voted unanimously that we accept this protocol with additional wording about not forwarding PTA emails without Board approval and also being alert to hitting “Reply All.”  The original motion was made by Jodie Standrowicz and seconded by Sarah Kellogg.  The motion to make the appropriate changes was made by Ann Weeden and seconded by Melissa Lamoreaux.
ii. A discussion about having two different listserves, one for announcements and one for chatter was brought to the table.  We’ve lost a few members due to the overwhelming number of emails disseminated.  There doesn’t seem to be any easy way, but the Board will continue to research whether this can be done.
2. Board of Education Candidates Forum – October 1 at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center.
3. Reflections

a. Dede has met with Sheryll Kling at GHS and Jane Harrison at Adams about the Reflections contest.
b. Flyers will be in backpacks by October 12.

c. Entry deadline is November 6.

d. Art submission is January 6-7.

e. Show is scheduled for January 8-26.

f. Artwork is due to the state by January 26.
4. Junior Achievement in a Day
a. Right now JA in a Day is only signed on at Lakes, but chair, Doug Newman, hopes it will be adopted at other schools.  It has been presented to Leete, but not yet confirmed.
b. A date in February 2010 will be published soon.

c. The workshop teaches financial literacy.
5. Everyday Math workshops
a. Amanda has met with Michael Biddle to get her workshop for parents kicked off at Lakes.  If successful, then Mr. Biddle can perhaps support the workshop to other schools.

b. A date will be announced after the school’s Family FunFest.
6. Special Education

a. Two upcoming workshops:  1) Howard Klebanoff of Klebanoff and Alfano, Legal experts in special ed and disability law – September 30 at 12:00 noon – Community Center; and 2) State Senator Ed Meyer – October 21 at 12:30 p.m. – Community Center.
b. The school district has chosen to delay the start of Response to Intervention by six months for reasons that they want to review the guidelines and provide additional training to staff.  This puts up a red flag.  Many other school districts are ready, and ours is not.
7. Updates and New Business

a. Under the Freedom of Information Act, Kim Beckett requested information on legal cases in our district through Theresa DeFrancis of CT Department of Education.  The increase in our numbers is significant.  
· In 2000, no mediations or hearings.

· In 2001, 1 mediation.

· In 2002, no mediations or hearings.

· In 2003, no mediations or hearings.

· In 2004, 1 hearing requested, withdrawn.

· In 2005, 1 hearing requested, withdrawn.

· In 2006 1 mediation, 1 complaint
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· In 2007-2008 (which was a reporting period of 18 months), 11 mediations requested, 6 hearings requested, all withdrawn, 2 hearings were dismissed by the hearing officer.

· In 2008-2009, 5 mediations, 2 hearings, 1 complaint.
b. Decision on other GPTA programs and initiatives:

i. Non-partisan Boards of Ed (status)
1. Ed Meyer is planning to re-introduce this in Hartford.  
2. It is the number one priority for CT PTA.  
3. The legislation would just allow the right for towns to choose whether or not to have partisan BOEs.
ii. Supporting the Gifted and Talented Programs – No progress reported.  Right now we will table the initiative.
iii. Destination Imagination -- Michelle and Lisa Fiala will be chairing DI this year.  More information to follow.
iv. Get out and Vote – 
1. Election will be on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.

2. Buttons have been proposed, but they can be somewhat costly.  
3. E-mail campaigns and telephone calls have been successful.  
c. Doug Newman is CT PTA Region III Director.  He will be sharing the hot topics for CT PTA.  

d. Dede Colcord announced that a full-time math lab is now at Guilford High School.

